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in performing what he calls his respects to you. To this end he is very learned in pedigree, and will abate sqjtne-thing in the ceremony of his approaches to a man, if he is in any doubt about the bearing of his coat of arms. What is the most pleasant of all his character is, that he acts with a sort of integrity in these impertinences ; and though he would not do any man any solid kindness, he is wonderfully just and careful not to wrong his quality. But as integrity is very scarce in the world, I cannot forbear having respect for the impertinent : it is some virtue to be bound by anything. Tom and I are upon very good terms for the respect he has for the house of Bicker-staff. Though one cannot but laugh at his serious consideration of things so little essential, one must have a value even for a frivolous good conscience.
NO.     205.                                       [FULLER.1
From Saturday, July 29, to Tuesday, Aug. I, 1710.
N?/7rcot, OTjSe tcracrti/ o'crcj) TrAeoi/
QvS* ocrov 4i/ paXd^y re /cat dcr^oSeAo) pey oVaap.
HESIOD, Works and Days, 20.
From my own Apartment^ July 31.
Nature has implanted in us two very strong desires, hunger for the preservation of the individual, and lust for the support of the species; or, to speak more
1 Samuel Partiger Fuller was M.P. for Petersfield from 1715 to 1722. Steele's letters show that he was an intimate friend of Fuller's in 1716-17 ; and in February 1716, when Steele spoke in the House of Commons on behalf of the noblemen condemned for the part they had taken in the rebellion of 1715, he was seconded by Fuller. The following passage from Steele's Theatre, No. 26, March 29.
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